
 BETWEEN THE PAGES 
A Publication of the Friends of the Allen Public Library 

FOL Board 
President - Ann Livingston 

VP - open 

Secretary - Julie Smetzer 
Treasurer – Lee Schmidt 

Communications  
Tom Keener 

Community Relations 
Vrena Patrick 

 
Ongoing Book Sale 

Rhonda Harper 
Membership 
 Tami Burich 

Supply Mgr./Historian 
Sandy Wittsche 

Arts Alliance Liaison 
Regina Taylor 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Tami Alexander 
ALLen Reads  
Jane Bennett 

Facebook Coordinator 
Bonnie Laufer-Beuck 

Web Update Coordinator 
Nina Bains 

Newsletter - Bonnie Jay 
Bach to Books—open 

Endowment Bd. Liaison 
Wilma Smith 
Library Board 

Trent Armstrong 
Hugh Brown 
Cindy Briggs 
Jeffrey Smith 

Donna Vanous 
Rajeev Verma 
Donald Wing 

City Council Liaison 
Robin Sedlacek 

Library Director 
Jeff Timbs 

 

Allen Public Library 
300 N. Allen Dr. 

September/October 2010 www.allenfriends.org Volume XII, Issue V 

Greetings Friends! 
Time to start saying goodbye to summer and gearing up for our fall programs at the Allen 

Library!  Due to a bulk mail permit issue you may have missed receiving the last issue of the 
Friends newsletter.  If you would like a copy you are welcome to pick one up at the informa-
tion desk at the library.  We sincerely apologize for the inconvenience! 

If you who have been following the story of  “Tommy”, our statue of the boy reading with 
the dog, which was stolen in May, you know that the Friends raised over $4,000 with the help 
of a very successful ice cream social held in July at the library.  Because of the generosity of 
our loyal patrons, the Friends were able to purchase a brand new exact replica of the statue. It 
should be on display in the library lobby by the end of August, where it will stay until we can 
make arrangements to secure it in a safe location on the library grounds.  Please feel free to 
stop by to view the statue and possibly enjoy a photo op with “Tommy”.  Watch for details on 
a formal dedication to follow.  Every citizen in Allen should feel proud of our library support-
ers who came together to raise to money to replace the much loved statue. 

Bach to Books has an interesting array of educational and musical programs to offer in the 
next two months!  You don’t have to be a history buff to enjoy Dr. Thomas Chavez of the Pal-
ace of the Governors’ research on  Spain and the independence of America on September 21 
at 7 PM (see p. 2).  Nor do you need to be an expert fiddler to enjoy the well-known Texas 
Fiddlers on  September 8th in the auditorium.  Then on Saturday, September 18th, please join 
us back in the auditorium for the fiddlers contest sponsored by the Texas Fiddle Association 
(see article, p. 2)! Both events promise to be hand-clapping, foot-stomping FUN!  All Bach to 
Books events are made possible in part by YOU, the Friends of the Allen Public Library, and 
are free and open to the public on a first come first served basis due to limited seating. 

Mark your calendars for the next Chocolate Friendzy Membership Drive, October 7th . 
The event will kick off the Friends signature program, ALLen Reads (see articles, below and 
p. 3).  This evening promises to be one full of chocolate and many surprises!  Stay tuned for 
more details. 

Please check out our Face Book page and post any comments on issues or programs.  Our 
board members encourage ideas and suggestions from all of our Friends.   

 

Thank You for Being a Friend! 
Ann Livingston, President 
 

Mmmmmmmm –  Chocolate Friendzy ! 
Put this on your calendar – you won’t want to miss the 11th Annual Chocolate Friendzy 

Membership Celebration, 5:30 PM, Thursday, October 7, at the library. There will be a 
light snack of “real food” (since it’s dinner time) and lots of wonderful chocolate for you to 
taste and vote on.  

Anyone who would like to bake or help for this fun event, please contact Vrena Patrick, 
Vrena.Patrick@cor.gov for details. We’ll need people to decorate/set up, serve, clean up, and 
work at the membership table as well as to make all the wonderful treats offered. 

At 7 PM you’ll be there for the kick-off of the 2010-11 ALLen Reads season. Haley Curry 
from the Women’s Museum will speak about their current exhibit, “Dreams of Flight: A Jour-
ney through Air and Space” (see  p. 3).  And BORDERS books will be there with copies of 
the new ALLen Reads books for you to look though and purchase. 

Come renew your membership, have fun, eat chocolate… and don’t forget to bring a 
friend or two and introduce them to all the benefits and pleasures of being a Friend of the Al-
len Public Library. 



 BETWEEN THE PAGES             Page 2 

Texas Old Time Fiddle  
Association  

Listen to the finest old-time fiddlers compete at The Texas Old 
Time Fiddle Association 1 to 8 PM, Saturday, Sept. 18, at the 
Allen Public Library. Senior citizen contestants, age 60 and over, 
will kick off the competition at 1:15 PM. They will be followed by 
age groups 15 and under, 16-35, and 36-59. Guests can attend any 
portion or remain for the entire event. Best accompanist will be the 
final competition of the day. 

At 4 PM, Texas Lace will 
perform a medley of fiddle fa-
vorites. Texas Lace has appeared 
on radio with Red Steagall and 
the Red Steagall Cowboy Gath-
ering Fiddle Contest at the Fort 
Worth Stockyards. The Kildares, 
a Celtic Rock group, will then 
wrap up the day with fiddle fa-
vorites at 7 PM. 

Sponsored by Bach to Books 
and American National Bank of 
Texas, this fiddle contest is free. 
Worley Stein, American National Bank of Texas president notes, 
“I am looking forward to enjoying some good old Texas-style fid-
dling. Come join the fun and encourage the fiddlers as they com-
pete to become ‘grand champion’.” 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
September 8, 7 PM, Fiddlers  
September 13, 7 PM, Susan Hanlon and 

the Friday Afternoon Collin Recording Ensem-
ble (“Music Buzz” series) 

September 18, 1 to 8 PM,Texas Old Time 
Fiddle Association competition.   

• 4 PM, Texas Lace  
• 7 PM, Kildares. 
September 20, 7 PM, Christopher Davis (“Music Buzz” se-

ries) 
September, 21, 7 PM, “Spain and the United States’ Inde-

pendence”. 
September 27, 7 PM, 755 (“Music Buzz” series) 
October 7, ALLen Reads Kickoff 
• 5:30 PM, Chocolate Friendzy;  
• 7 PM, Dreams of Flight: A Journey through Air and 

Space 
 
 
For information on all Bach to Books programs, call 214-

509-4911.  They are all free and no reservations are required. 

 
 
 

Music Buzz  
 

Bach to Books joins with Collin College 
to present a series of Monday night pro-
grams on trends in the business side of the 
music industry. This series will provide le-
gal, marketing, and technical considerations 
for recording and distributing music. It is 
free and no reservations are needed. 

At 7 PM September 13, Susan Hanlon 
and the Friday Afternoon Collin Recording 
Ensemble present their music and discuss 
the Benefits and Challenges of Studio Musi-
cians. 

Christopher Davis discusses Develop 
your Web Presence at 7 PM, September 
20. Christopher maintains and writes for the 
blog The Classical Guitar. 

The members of 755 will cover Issues 
with Live Electronic Music as well as pre-
sent live music, 7 PM, September 27. 755 
is a music collective centered around Russ 
Callison & David Siu. 

 

Dr. Thomas Chávez, author of Spain 
and the Independence of the United States: 
An Intrinsic Gift, will discuss Spain’s im-
portant contributions to the thirteen colonies 
and the American Revolution at 7 PM, 
Tuesday, September, 21. This program is 
sponsored by Bach 
to Books and the 
General Bernardo de 
Gálvez Chapter of 
the Daughters of the 
American Revolu-
tion, Allen Chapter.   

Recently retired as the director of the 
National Hispanic Cultural Center of New 
Mexico, Dr. Chávez was also director of the 
prestigious Palace of the Governors Mu-
seum in Santa Fe, New Mexico, for over 20 
years. In addition to being the author of 
seven books, he has also published numer-
ous articles and book reviews.  

Bach to Books Presents 

TEXAS_tvx 

Spain and the United 
States’ Independence 



Dreams of Flight: A 
Journey through Air 

and Space 
 
Haley Curry, Marketing Manager for 

The Women’s Museum in Dallas, will 
discuss their current exhibit, Dreams of 
Flight: A Journey through Air and 
Space, 7 PM, Thursday, October 7.  
Sponsored by ALLen Reads, this pro-
gram is free and no reservations are re-
quired. 

Ms. Curry will present exhibit high-
lights, including the women who have 
served in air and space as pilots, astro-
nauts, astrophysicists and scientists. The 
25 women featured in this exhibit dem-
onstrated remarkable courage and tenac-
ity in the face of opposition. This exhibi-
tion highlights the women, from the ear-
liest pioneers of flight including Amelia 
Earhart, Bessie Coleman and Jaqueline 
Cochran, to science and space innovators 
such as Barbara Askins, Patricia Cow-
ings and Jerrie Cobb.  

Ms. Curry will discuss the first 
women in America to fly planes and per-
form acrobatics, “fly girls” of World War 
II who served as pilots, women who at-
tempted to train for Mercury 13 and 
women who are in commercial careers as 
pilots and support roles as engineers and 
scientists.     

Dreams of Flight: A Journey through 
Air and Space is featured at The Women’ 
Museum, 3800 Parry Avenue, Dallas, TX 
75226, (214) 915-0860 until October 31, 
2010.  Please note that exhibit is open 
during the State Fair of Texas, Sept. 24-
Oct. 17. 

Now celebrating her fifth year at The 
Women's Museum, Haley manages over-
all marketing strategies and initiatives for 
the Museum. 

This is ALLen Reads’ inaugural pro-
gram and Rocket Boys/October Sky by 
Homer Hickam is this year’s selection. 
Mr. Hickam will speak at the Allen Pub-
lic Library on March 12.  Watch for de-
tails! 
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Ready To Take Off! 
The ALLen Reads book choices for 2010-11 have been made, 

and the new season will officially kick-off on Thursday, October 7, 
at 7 PM. But YOU, as Friends, will know about this first! 

The main book choice for ALLen Reads 2010-11 is Rocket 
Boys, aka October Sky, by Homer Hickam. You probably remember 
the movie (which will be one of our selections during ALLen Reads 
movie month in January). It’s a great story with wonderful themes 
about family, persistence, creativity, and imagination. This autobio-
graphical novel is told with love & humor and is a delight to read.  

Our book choice for grades 4-8 (though Rocket Boys can be read 
by/read to these ages as well) is T-Minus: The Race to the Moon by 
Jim Ottaviani, Zander Cannon, & Kevin Cannon. It’s a graphic novel 
telling about the same exciting time period as Rocket Boys – a non-
fiction account of the people behind the scenes in the space race. 

For preschool – 3rd grade we have chosen If I Built a Car by 
Chris Van Dusen. In Dr. Seuss type rhyme and with eye-popping 
illustrations, we go on a journey into Jack’s imagination as he de-
signs the car of his dreams. Fun for all ages, right from the author/
illustrator’s dedication where he thanks his parents for “changing his 
crayons every 3,000 miles.” 

You can start reading now or come on October 7 to get started. 
BORDERS will be at the library with books for you to buy and there 
will be lots happening. Starting at 5:30 PM, join the Chocolate 
Friendzy, with a light dinner and lots of chocolate to enjoy. There 
are always great door prizes, too. Then at 7 PM, we’ll kick off the 
new season of ALLen Reads with Haley Curry from the Women’s 
Museum, who will speak about their current exhibit, “Dreams of 
Flight: A Journey through Air and Space” (see details in previous 
column). 

Watch this newsletter and our website, www.allenfriends.com  
for updates on programs and activities tied to ALLen Reads. If you 
belong to a book club, please make one of these books one of your 
selections, and contact the library information desk (214-509-4913) 
to let them know. We will have fun gifts and discussion guides for 
participating book groups. If you want to be a published author, 
write a story for the online community book! “How To” will be 
posted on our website. If you would like to get involved in the plan-
ning of ALLen Reads, contact Jane Bennett at jane@jrbennett.net – 
we’re always looking for people who get excited about books and 
reading and who want to support the Friends, the library, and the 
community. 



THANKS TO NEW AND RENEWING  
MEMBERS - July/August 

The Friends of the Allen Public Library is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting the Allen Pub-
lic Library by providing funds and programs that would not otherwise be possible. 

Action Metals 
Desiree Anderson 
Mona Ashley 
Elizabeth Barnes 
Maureen Bowman 
Joanne Bradley 
Sandra & Bruce Brandon 
Cindi Brannum 
Judy & Richard Brooks 
Marge & Ed Bryan 
Ken Budz 
Gwen Campbell 
Maria Cantero 
Linda & Gary Chapman 
Mindy Chapman 
Kristin Cordes 
Shirley & Michael Cusick 
Lois & Gary Diehl 
Susan Dorsey 
Donna & Ebbie Elias 
Jacqueline Esmailzadeh 
Jennifer Estes 
Susan & Kenneth Fulk 

Donna Glenn 
Paul Greene 
Preethi & Praveer Gupta 
Carmen Gutierrez 
Tracey & Tom Hanft 
Elizabeth Hedary 
Alison Helleson 
J C Hennington 
Barbara Jackson 
Bonnie Jay 
Murali Kariyarveedu 
Genet Kassa 
Rebekah Larson 
Ann & Mark Livingston 
Solina & Mike Marquis 
Patricia Martinez 
Janet & Mike McChesney 
Stephanie McGowan 
Tamekia McGraw 
Cayson McHargue 
Dale Mott 
Charu Narula 
Ashley Nyairo 

Kim & Bob Oake 
William Oberholz 
Faith O'Keeffe 
Kyoungah Park 
Jessica Pavlock 
Perry Family 
Cindy Robinson 
Esthela Rodriguez 
Pedro Rodriguez 
Jino Rufino 
Sarah & Lee Schmidt 
Jill Sestok 
Jennifer Shankle 
Melissa Smith 
Frederick Speer 
Annette Taylor 
Telford Family 
Eileen & Billy Tollett 
Cynthia Tomotaki 
Debbie & Chuck Vavra 
Mary Walker 
Kathlene & Pete Young  

Book Clubs At the  
Library in September 

 
 

Mom's Night Out Book Club 
Wednesday, September 22, 7-8:30 PM, 
APL Meeting Room. Enjoy lemony re-
freshments, make and take your own 
lemon body scrub, and discuss the book, 
The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake 
by Aimee Bender.  Registration Re-
quired at 2nd Floor Reference desk or 
ww.allenlibrary.org, child care  is not 
provided.  
 
Noontime Page-turners, 12-1 PM, Sep-
tember 7 in the Library Board Room, 
The Help by Kathryn Stockett. 
 
Readable History Book Club, 7 PM, 
September 16, Library Board Room, My 
Dream of Stars: From Daughter of Iran to 
Space Pioneer by Anousheh Ansari. 


