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Lots To Do at the Library! 
(click on each event to learn more about it) 

7 p.m. Thursday, July 14           Tuskeegee Airman at Library 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21      E-Flat Porch Band 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, August 11  “Ocarina Diva” Cris Gale 
7 p.m. Thursday, August 18          Germania author Brendan McNally 

Dear Friends, 
     Our board is growing as we fill positions that have been open for a while.  It’s very exciting to 
get in new people and new ideas.  We welcome Trina Wilson as Vice President, Susan Jackson as 
Volunteer Coordinator (you’ll be hearing from Susan!), Kelley Rowley as Social Media Coordi-
nator, and Margaret Leary as Bach to Books Chairperson.  Kelley has already been updating 
Facebook, so check it out by doing a search for “Friends of the Allen Public Library” while in 
your Facebook account.  Thanks to Sandy Wittsche, we have a new display in our case at the li-
brary – on your next trip, check out our tote bags and backpacks that are for sale at the Circula-
tion Desk.  We also have Chocolate Cookbooks for sale, hundreds of yummy chocolate recipes, 
all for just $10.   
     We still have two open positions that we would love to fill: Community Relations and On-
Going Book Sale.  The Community Relations person helps organize the Christmas Parade entry 
and the Recycle-a-Book Day and works with various community groups to promote the Friends.  
As you know, the On-Going Book Sale is our big fundraiser.  The person in charge of this works 
with library staff and volunteers to sort and organize books, keep displays filled, and would need 
to come up with some ideas to get more book donations.  We’d like to fill both of those positions 
before the end of summer, so if you think you would be interested, please contact me at allentx-
friends@gmail.com. 

There are many fun activities at the library this summer.  From the ever-popular Children’s 
Summer Reading Program to the fairly new Adult Summer Reading Program, from the last survi-
vor of the Tuskegee Airmen to the E-Flat Porch Band, from Armchair Traveling to museum mov-
ies, from David Chicken to the all-new “beTween” programs (ages 8 – 11), there’s bound to be 
something for everyone in your family. 

If you have comments, questions, or ideas, please let us know.  This is your organization and 
we would like to hear from you.  Please watch an upcoming newsletter for a survey that will help 
us to know what you are interested in seeing the Friends do, which projects you support and ideas 
you have for future programs.  Right now, our number one need is books for the book sale! Clean 
out your closets, clean out your kids’ bookshelves, bring us books and buy some from us to re-
place the ones you’ve donated.  You help the library and it’s a fun and inexpensive way to buy 
books for yourself (and your children). 

I hope you are having a lovely summer. 

Sherry Grimes 
President, Friends of the Library 
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Bach to Books Presents 
Germania author  
Brendan McNally 

After Adolph Hitler committed suicide, what happened dur-
ing those final twenty-three days of the Third Reich?  Heinrich 
Himmler and Albert Speer collaborated with Grand Admiral 
Dönitz, hoping they might have positions in the new government.  
Dönitz established the last government of the Third Reich in the 
gymnasium of the German Naval Academy, located outside of 
Kiel. 

Brendan McNally discusses his book, Germania, historical 
fiction that accurately describes this chaotic period, at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, August 18, at the Allen Public Library Auditorium. 

Before turning to fiction writing, this Dallas author was a 
defense journalist, at the Pentagon and then in Prague, where he 
covered the Eastern European arms trade and intelligence issues.  
McNally currently writes articles for D Magazine, Smithsonian 
Air & Space, and GX Magazine. His first novel, Germania, is a 
darkly comic account of the last days of the Third Reich, told by 
Hitler's architect and best friend Albert Speer, and four identical 
quadruplets, the Flying Magical Loerber Brothers.  

Following Hitler’s death, Speer was at Admiral Dönitz’ 
headquarters at Flensburg.  Dönitz had been appointed the new 
head of state, and he established a new government. In addition to 
surrendering to the Allied forces, he administered this regime. 
Speer collaborated with Werner Baumbach, with whom he used 
to kayak on the Havel.  Baumbach had possession of these gigan-
tic flying boats (BV-222), at that time the biggest airplane in the 
world.  One night over whiskey, he suggested to Speer that the 
two of them fly away to Greenland, and 
spend the summer fishing, hunting wal-
rus, and writing their memoirs together.  
Brendan declares, “This was a Nazi ver-
sion of Thoreau and Emerson!” 

Wall Street lawyers and economists, 
including John Kenneth Galbraith, who 
represented a group called The United 
States Strategic Bombing Survey, inter-
viewed Speer for almost a week about 
the challenges of keeping German indus-
try rolling in the face of the American Strategic Bombing Cam-
paign.  Brendan declares, “In my story, Albert Speer abandons 
one magician and takes up with another. It made sense to me, 
because that's what people do when they give up on one god. 
They go find another. I wanted my book to be a kind of tragic 
slapstick.” 

This program is free and no reservations are required. 

 FOR SALE                   1/3 off
Ahhh, Chocolate!  You know how at the Chocolate Friendzy you always eat WAAYY too much dessert?  

Now you can cook those delicious goodies at home! 
     Our chocolate cookbook, filled with yummy recipes from past Chocolate Friendzies, is on sale for $5 off, 
while supplies last.  Normally $15, they are now $10.  And that includes the updates for free!  . 
     You can find these cookbooks at the checkout counter at the library.  See page 8 for sample recipes. 

Ocarina Diva Cris Gale  
Come hear one of the world’s oldest musical instru-

ments when Allen’s own “Ocarina Diva” Cris Gale per-
forms at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, August 11, at the Allen 
Public Library Auditorium.   

She will be performing 
classical standards as well as 
contemporary and classical 
pieces from Asia.  Cris ex-
plains, “I suppose the pro-
gram could be described as 
East/West Classical Fusion.”

Sponsored by Bach to 
Books, this program is free 
and no reservations are re-
quired.   

From the United States 
to Switzerland to Senegal, Italy to Japan, ocarinas bring 
peoples of the world together.  Primitive forms of these 
instruments have been excavated from sites of various 
ancient civilizations, including Aztecs, Mayans, Chinese 
and Pacific Islanders.  Because of its portability and ver-
satility, the ocarina continues to be popular in contempo-
rary cultures, and has been featured in the popular video 
game, The Legend of Zelda: The Ocarina of Time.   

Cris began playing the ocarina in 1999, and since 
then, she has performed at renaissance festivals, wed-
dings, and as a studio musician for a meditation CD.  In 
2009, she won St. Louis (STL) Ocarina’s International 
Search Competition and subsequently joined STL Oca-
rina as a consultant and performer.  Cris declares, “It is 
just something that I deeply enjoy doing that happens to 
bring me peace and happiness.  I can't imagine life with-
out it.  When I attended the ocarina festival, I met a 
maker/performer from Norway that lost one of his hands 
in an accident.  He made himself a special ocarina so that 
he could keep playing.  Despite what's happened to him, 
he continues to make beautiful music.  I don't think he 
had a choice.  I think that once music gets a hold on you, 
it never lets go.”  

One of the more interesting venues was at a friend's 
Indian wedding.  Cris’s knowledge of Indian music was 
negligible but the piece that was selected was extremely 
soothing for her to play.  She described the experience as 
very beautiful and somewhat surreal.  

Cris’s version of Handel’s HWV 362 can be found at 
http://crisgale.com/album/hwv-362-handel. 
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Bach to Books  
Tuskeegee Airman  

The Allen Public Library will 
feature Tuskegee Airman Lt. Cal-
vin Spann, at 7:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, July 14, Allen Public Library 
Auditorium.  He will discuss the 
rigorous training at the Tuskegee 
University Moton Airfield, aerial 
campaigns during World War II 
that included traversing the 
treacherous Alps and encounter-
ing a newly invented German weapon-jet aircraft.   

Under the direction of Col. Benjamin Davis, Jr., 
450 of the Tuskegee Airman, as the Tuskegee-trained 
pilots came to be known, flew World War II missions 
over North Africa and Europe in P-39, P-40, P-47 and 
P-50 aircraft.  These men served in either the 99th

Fighter Squadron or the 332nd Fighter Group.  The 
first black West Point graduate, Col. Davis was one of 
the five who graduated from of a class of originally13 
men in the first nine-month training at Tuskegee.  Col. 
Davis later earned the distinction of being the U.S. Air 
Force’s first African American general. 

Eventually, the 332nd Fighter Group consisted of 
four fighter squadrons—the 99th, 100th, 301st, and 
302nd.  The 99th Fighter Squadron received two Presi-
dential Unit Citations for their tactical air support and 
air combat in Italy in 1943 and 1944, and the 332nd

Fighter Group earned a Presidential Unit Citation for 
their mission escorting bombers to Berlin in March of 
1945.  These brave airmen also distinguished them-
selves by achieving the singular distinction of never 
losing an escorted bomber to enemy plane fire. 

Juanita Posey, Commander of Armistice Memo-
rial Post 2195, declares, "As a young, black woman 
from the South in the late 80's, my future opportunities 
were presented to me in minimal options.  As a Naval 
JROTC student, my exposure of heroism in the face of 
racism was amplified with my introduction to the Tus-
kegee Airmen.  Their sacrifice to prove that they were 
capable in spite of their skin color gives me the cour-
age to do the same."   

This is an exciting opportunity to hear an eyewit-
ness to history’s biggest war.  Boy Scout Troop 328 
will present the colors to commence the program.  Af-
ter the program, Mr. Spann will be available for ques-
tions and photographs.   A reception with refreshments 
will follow.  

Calvin and his wife Gwenelle, reside in Allen and 
give talks to schools and libraries on the role of Tus-
kegee Airmen. 

Tuesday Night at the Movies 
July— “Dig Up a Good Book”

Night at the Museum (2006), 7 pm, 
Tuesday, July 5, starring Dick Van Dyke, 
Ben Stiller, Mickey Rooney and Carla 
Gugino. A newly recruited night security 
guard at the Museum of Natural History dis-
covers that an ancient curse causes the ani-
mals and exhibits on display to come to life 
and wreak havoc.  

Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smith-
sonian (2009), 7 pm Tuesday, July 12, star-
ring Ben Stiller, Robin Williams and Amy 
Adams. Security guard Larry Daley infiltrates 
the Smithsonian Institution in order to rescue 
Jedediah and Octavius, who have been 
shipped to the museum by 
mistake. 

National Treasure (2004), 7 pm, Tues-
day, July 19, starring Jon Voight, Diane 
Kruger and Nicolas Cage,   A treasure hunter 
is in hot pursuit of a mythical treasure that 
has been passed down for centuries, while 
his employer turned enemy is on the same 
path that he is. 

     National Treasure: Book of Secrets 
(2007), 7 pm, Tuesday, July 26, starring 
Justin Bartha, Nicolas Cage and Diane 
Kruger,  Treasure hunter Benjamin Franklin 
Gates looks to discover the truth behind the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln, by uncov-
ering the mystery within the 18 pages miss-
ing from assassin John Wilkes Booth's diary. 

August—Stay tuned! 
Check for updates at www.cityofallen.org/departments/

library, then click on “Interactive Calendar”. 

Summer Theatre Workshop 
The Allen Arts Alliance is sponsoring a theatre Work-

shop, July 25th—August 5th, 8 a.m.—4 p.m., for students 
who have just finished grades 5-11.  Courses include such 
topics as State Combat, Acting Shakespeare, Audition Tech-
niques, Makeup Artistry, and more.  Student work will be 
showcased in an Evening of Entertainment on Friday, Aug. 
5.  This is an energetic group; they love working with kids, 
and they love theater!  Teachers have decades of experience 
in theater, several are working professionals in the field. 

Cost is $180 for one week, $300 for both weeks.   Email 
allenscommunitytheatre@gmail.com for more information. 



E-Flat Porch Band  
     Do you recall 
when friends and 
neighbors sat on the 
porch and enter-
tained themselves 
and each other by 
playing tunes on 
their own instru-
ments as well as 
household objects 
such as  jugs and 
washboards?  Long 
to experience music 
without batteries or 
earbuds? Treat 

yourself to an evening with the E-Flat Porch 
Band at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21, at the 
Allen Public Library—it’s sure to boost your 
spirits and energize the start of your weekend. 

Rudy Littrell and Duane Brown’s “porch 
music” is played on acoustic instruments and 
pays homage to our varied Texas musical roots. 
Their style is influenced by country blues, 
Texas folk music, jazz and swing standards, 
and Depression Era country songwriters.  Other 
instruments include the acoustic bass, harmon-
ica, cymbal, and a drum-like instrument of 
their own design made out of a wooden soda 
pop box. This is a small band with a big 
sound—up to eight instruments will be heard 
simultaneously, along with harmonizing vo-
cals. 

A self-proclaimed "recovering percussion-
ist," Rudy Littrell has the coordination to play 
four instruments at once—acoustic bass, high 
hat, harmonica, and a wooden soda pop box. 

Duane Brown has been making music 
since he was a kid, strumming a broom and 
singing Roger Miller tunes.  He has since ad-
vanced to the guitar and harmonica. 

“Rudy noticed that every time he hit an E-
flat, the porch would resound," said Brown's 
wife and band publicist, Adah Leah Wolf.  
Thus, the E-Flat Porch became the duo’s name. 
The E-Flatters present an educational and en-
tertaining introduction to folk music.   

The E-Flat Porch Band has performed at 
folk and blues festivals throughout the South-
west, Texas Metal Arts Festival in Gruene, 
Folk Festival in Denton, Richardson’s Wild-
flower Festival, Texas Arts and Crafts Fair in 
Kerrville, and Texas Folklife Festival in San 
Antonio. 

New Management at The Reader’s 
Café at the Allen Library ! 

Exciting news!  The new and improved café at the Allen 
Public Library has reopened under new management, Total 
Rewards Partners.  Here are some of the comments recently 
heard around the library: 
• “Did you smell that wonderful aroma coming from the 

new café?” 
• “They actually made roti for the special Indian program 

last week!” 
• “And that chicken jerky they made for the Caribbean night 

at the Library Board meeting! Yum!” 
• “And they are open whenever the library is open, PLUS 

during most nightly programs,” 
• “And their employees are SO FRIENDLY!” 

We are so excited to have the new management at the Al-
len Readers Café.  A conversation with the new owners con-
firms what we suspected: they are committed to serving the 
community.  So committed that they are giving a 10% dis-
count to all City employees (bring your City ID card!) 

Their employees receive special customer service training. 
The new owners want input from their customers so they can 
provide what we customers want.  And they are committed to 
quality: they offer regional dishes for the many ethnic pro-
grams that the library offers, and they buy fresh ingredients 
and stress healthy foods (although they indulge in a few guilty 
pleasures, as well!)  All in all, it seems like the beginning of a 
beautiful relationship.   

Now ... what WAS that delicious smell coming from there 
the last time I was in the library? 

Lifetime 
Friend 2011 

Debbie Vavra was 
awarded the Lifetime 
Friends award at last 
spring’s annual meeting.  
Under Debbie’s guid-
ance as president of 
the Friends, Sunday 
Sounds became the library’s first instrumental concert series, a 
newsletter was initiated and the first logo was created.  Her 
leadership provided the framework that ultimately inspired the 
creation of Bach to Books, ALLen Reads, staff development 
opportunities, and sophisticated audio-visual equipment for the 
auditorium. In 1997, Laura Bush, then the First Lady of Texas 
and a former librarian, agreed to help the Allen Public Library 
celebrate its 30th anniversary.  The Friends hosted a lovely 
reception and Debbie delivered the welcoming remarks prior 
to Mrs. Bush’s message.   

Above all, Debbie has the Friends' and Allen Public Li-
brary’s interests in her heart, and in tandem, these two organi-
zations are building one of the great libraries of history.   
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Acting President Ruth Pringle, Debbie, 
and Children’s Librarian Solina Marquis 



Exciting Way To Earn Money For the 
FOL Endowment Fund  

When buying or selling a home, it is common for one to 
team up with a real estate agent who assists in completing the 
transaction. As a member of the FOL you now have the op-
portunity to earn cash incentives when you choose a partici-
pating agent at Ebby Halliday, Realtors to assist you with 
your real estate transaction anywhere in the United States!!
As you are aware, this real estate agent earns a commission on 
your transaction (which is called the “referred side commis-
sion”). Usually this commission is 3% of your transaction 
amount. You can now earn a cash incentive of 20% of the com-
mission earned on the referred side by your agent once the trans-
action is closed. So, for example, if you sell or buy a home for 
$150,000 and the Ebby Halliday agent that you are working with 
earns a 3% referred side commission, this agent will earn 
$4,500. However, because of your participation in this program, 
the agent will then pay you 20% ($900) of this $4,500; and, the 
agent will contribute another 5% ($225 in this example) to the 
Endowment Fund. You receive all of the benefits of working 
with a highly qualified, Ebby Halliday real estate agent plus you 
earn a cash incentive for yourself and the Endowment Fund!!!   

It is easy to be eligible for this program. First, you must not 
be working with any third-party relocation company. Second, if 
you are selling a home, you cannot have a listing agreement in 
effect with another real estate broker. And third, if purchasing a 
home, you must not have viewed any property that you actually 
intend to purchase or have already signed an agent agreement.  

For a full explanation of these requirements and the pro-
gram itself, review the flyer on page 7, call 972-980-6636, or 
visit www.AllenFriends.EbbyAdvantage.Com. Please keep 
this unique program in mind when you are considering buying 
or selling a home. Earn a cash incentive for yourself and the 
Endowment Fund!!

Endowment Fund Ladies 
Spring Chocolate Celebration 

Friends of the 
Library Endowment 
Board Managers 
Gayle Boon and 
Eileen Tollett co-
hosted a Ladies 
Spring Chocolate 
Celebration at Bed-
side Manor on April 
9.  Sublime Choco-
late owner Troy Easton and Sanne Bogart presented 
chocolates from all over the world, which those in atten-
dance enjoyed tasting and evaluating.  Easton also gave a 
presentation on the history of chocolate.  Sublime Choco-
late is located in Watters Creek shopping area. 

After the presentation and tasting the guests enjoyed 
sandwiches, fruit, vegies, wine and champagne.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Debbie Stout won the door prize of chocolates 
provided by Sublime. 

The event raised $2,005 for the Endowment Fund 
restricted funds.  Philip Williams of Emerson Partners pro-
vided the lovely Bedside Manor for the event. 

Allen Wranglers Help Friends 
Endowment Fund 

The Allen Wranglers football team provided the Li-
brary Endowment Fund with a booth for the May 7 game 
against Nebraska. The league-leading Wranglers defeated 
Nebraska 49-23 to clinch a playoff spot.  The Fund raffled 
off a Wranglers game football with autographs from Roger 
Staubach, Tony Hill, Drew Pearson, and Everson Walls.  
Net results from the raffle was $255. 

We Want YOUR 
Books! 

One of the main sources of funding 
for Friends of the Allen Public 
Library is our ongoing book 
sale.  Lately, sales are dropping 
because we don’t have enough 
books to sell!  What a great way to 

encourage your kids to read —go through your books, pick 
some out to bring to the library, and while you’re here, 
pick up a few to take home!   

In this year of budget cuts everywhere—see article 
beside this—the library needs all the funds we can give 
them.  So help out by bringing YOUR books.   

Of course, it’s tax-deductible! 

Library Endowment Fund Making a Splash 
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State Budget Update
It is a scary time for libraries.  State, county and federal 

funding of libraries is being slashed due to budget constraints.  
Here are some of the cuts the state has made: 
• State and Federal funding for Texas libraries cut from 

$70.8M for 2010/2011 to $41M for 2012/2013; 
•  $29.8M reduction, about one-third, in Library Resource 

Sharing (includes Texshare databases) and two-thirds in 
Aid to Local Libraries (includes Loan Star grants); 

• The Loan Star Grant program, which provided funding to 
every public library in Texas, will be eliminated after this 
August; 

• The Texshare databases will continue in some form through 
June 2012, but the Library’s financial share will increase 
and database availability may change. 
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We're heading into the 5th year of ALLen Reads 
already! Anyone who has enjoyed the ALLen Reads 
program and would like to get involved in planning an 
event, writing copy for the brochure, hosting a pro-
gram, or helping in any way, please contact Jane Ben-
nett, jane@jrbennett.net.  Here are some pictures of 
past authors and people enjoying themselves at past 
ALLen Reads events. 

Meet Your New Friends 
Board Officers 

We have a number of new Board officers.  We 
want all our Members to feel involved, so we 
thought you’d like to know a little about our new 
Board members.  Stay tuned to the next issue to get 
to know even more of our new Board members! 

Trina Wilson, our new Vice President, is mar-
ried to Tyrone Wilson.  They have two daughters, 
Tyra and Tori who attend Norton Elementary.  Their 
family moved to Allen almost three years ago when 
they grew tired of running from hurricanes because 
they lived in New Orleans. Welcome, Trina, and 
family, we’re glad you’re here! 

Trina has been an attorney for GEICO Insurance 
Company for 10 1/2 years.  Her husband works in 
the real estate industry and has been active in the 
Allen Economic Development Corporation. 

In the time that Trina has lived here, she says she 
has been so impressed by all that the library offers.  
It is very encouraging to know that the Library of 
Allen is both vibrant and is an integral part of Al-
len's family oriented community.  She is looking 
forward to contributing to its continued success.  

Kelley Rowley, our new Social Media Coordi-
nator, has been married to Don 18 years; he’s the 
Director of IT for a telecommunications company 
based in Frisco and is Scoutmaster for Boy Scout 
Troop 25 in Plano 

Kelley has lived in Allen 17 years, she has two 
boys, 15 & 12 in Allen schools, and she is a long-
time community volunteer: 

She has been active for eight years and counting 
in PTA, served as President, Treasurer, Secretary & 
Book Fair Chair at various schools, and she was 
Curtis Middle School PTA president for 2011-12 
school year.  Wow, Kelley, what a job! 

Kelley has also been active volunteering for the 
AHS Escadrille, and is a member of Christ United 
Methodist Church in Plano: having served on Pre-
school Advisory Board, a Sunday School teacher, 
and Vacation Bible School 4th/5th grade coordinator. 

Currently Kelley serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for The Sci-Tech Discovery Center in Frisco.  
She has been a long time member of Friends of 
APL; this is her first time to get involved on the 
Board. 

Kelley loves to travel and (surprise!) to read. 

Library Facts 
First Two Weeks of Summer Reading Program 
• Over 40,000 items checked out 
• 16,000 visitors; 
• Over 600 library cards issued; 
• Registered over 2000 children, over 300 teens, and 

over 200 adults; 
• 1950 people attended library programs. 
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THANKS TO NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS  
Desiree Anderson 
Nina Barrett 
Mary Ellen & Bill Beaty 
Cynthia Becerra 
Azazul Bhuiyan 
Hayley Bond 
Patricia Bone 
Jara Bowen 
Jeanette Boyer 
D Jeannette Brady 
Laura Buckingham 
Barbara Buehler 
Barbara Cabrera 
Lisa Cochell 
Maryia Compton 
Kerry Craven 
Shirley & Michael Cusick 
Rika Daniel 
Mickey Deel 

Lois & Gary Diehl 
Brooke Endris 
Melanie Essary 
Laura & Mark Feld 
Michel Frazier 
Heather Fuller 
Pauline Furqueron 
Michael Gaciri 
Brandon Gay 
Erin Glancy 
Carol Guffey 
Stacey Hamlin 
Susan Jackson 
Ruth Johnstone 
Roger Kaiser 
Murali Kariyarveedu 
Nitin Keskar 
Abidur Khan 
Angela LeBlanc 

Stephanie Linke 
Katherine Lipscomb 
Richard Loudermilk 
Linda Madigan 
Solina & Mike Marquis 
Janet & Mike McChesney 
Cathy McClure 
Alison McCullough 
Lisa McQuiddy 
Edelma Mejia 
Phyllis & Skip Mobley 
Quang Nguyen 
William Oberholz 
Susan Olinger 
Julie Painter 
Rachel Patterson 
Dominic Pecikonis 
Louis Pujol 
Jackie & Gene Rife 

Permit # 702809 

Tikisha Rogers 
Patti Runyan 
Dharmesh Shah 
Syed Shahzaman 
Marilyn Sheridan 
Julie Smetzer 
Julie Smith 
Steve Smith 
Cindy Stachiw 
Janis Stillings 
Ann Swain 
Eric Tang 
Carina Terry 
Megan Tweet 
Lydia Wakio 
Kristin White 
Amy Woodruff 
Mehnaz Yasmin 

IRISH CHOCOLATE CAKE

¾ c flour ¾ tsp baking powder 
½ tsp salt 2 oz dark chocolate 
4 oz butter 6 oz sugar 
½ c mashed potato 2 eggs, beaten 
4 Tbsp milk

Preheat oven to 375ºF.  Grease two 8” cake 
pans.  Sift flour, baking powder and salt; set 
aside.  Melt chocolate slowly in microwave.  In 
separate bowl, cream butter and sugar then beat 
in chocolate and mashed potatoes.  Gradually 
beat in eggs along with a little flour with each 
addition.  Fold in rest of flour.  Stir in milk.  
Divide in 2 pans.  Bake 20-25 minutes. 

ICING: 
4 oz dark chocolate  
2 oz confectioners sugar  
3 tsp Irish cream liquor 
½ c heavy cream

Melt chocolate slowly in microwave.  Stir 
in cream, sugar and Irish cream.  Mix well.  
Use the filling between cake layers and on top 
and sides.  Icing will set as it cools. 

Jean Mattock 

MAGICAL MOUSSE
1 c pecans, chopped 1 stick butter, softened 
1 c flour 2 c milk 
1 c powdered sugar 1 8-oz pkg cream cheese 
1 c Cool Whip  
1 4 ½-oz pkg chocolate instant pudding 
1 4 ½-oz pkg vanilla instant pudding 
½ c crushed chocolate cookies 
Cool Whip Hershey chocolate bar, grated

Mix butter, flour and nuts and press into 8” X 12” dish.  
Sprinkle crushed cookies and press into crust.  Bake for 20 
minutes at 350ºF.  Cool.  Beat softened cream cheese and 
add powdered sugar and 1 cup of Cool Whip.  Spread over 
the crust.  Mix together chocolate and vanilla pudding.  
Add milk; stir and let set.  Spread over cream cheese layer.  
Cover with remainder of Cool Whip and add grated Her-
shey chocolate bar on top.  Refrigerate. 

Merrolee Dill

S’MORE SQUARES
½ c butter 2 ½ c graham cracker crumbs 
1 pkg chocolate chips 14 oz sweetened condensed milk  
½ bag mini marshmallows

Preheat oven to 350ºF.  Line 13” X 9” pan with foil and 
place in oven to melt butter.  When melted, bring out of 
oven and sprinkle crumbs evenly over butter.  Pour milk 
evenly over crumbs.  Top with chips then cover evenly with 
marshmallows.  Press down firmly.  Bake 25 minutes until 
marshmallows puff and turn golden brown.  Let cool.  Re-
move foil from pan and cut into squares. 

Caran Eldridge

Sample Recipes from Chocolate Friendzy Cookbook 


