


About the ALLen Reads Program 
 

For the second year, Allen joins cities across the country participating in a  
community “one book” project that involves everyone reading and discussing  
the same book. The 2009 selection is Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman. The 
story unfolds through diverse narrative voices and allows readers to discover 
beauty in unexpected places. The two companion books, The Gardener and 
Wanda’s Roses, communicate similar themes to younger readers. Everyone in 

Allen can have “one book” to share and discuss with their family and friends. 

About the Book -  

 Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman 
 

 One by one, a number of people of varying ages and 
backgrounds transform a trash-filled inner city lot 
into a productive and beautiful garden. In doing so, 
the gardeners themselves are transformed. Though 
the book size is slim, the message and themes are 
profound and lasting. 

For  related events and Seedfolks book discussion 

questions,  see the insert included in this guide.    

For  discussion questions to use with the  

companion books,  visit allenfriends.org. 

 

Meet Paul Fleischman, author of Seedfolks 
 

Saturday, April 4, 10 a.m., Watters Creek BORDERS 
Presentation followed by book signing 

 

About the Author  
 

As the son of a writer, “words have always 
been my world.”  This was also true in 
Fleischman’s jobs as a bookstore clerk, 
library shelver and proofreader. After 
years of school, traveling, and even living 
a modified 18th-century lifestyle,  Paul 
continues to use his experiences as inspiration for his writing and 
now lives in California with his wife Patty. He also has two grown 
sons, Seth and Dana.  Like his father Sid, Paul won a Newbery 
Medal in 1989 for Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices. 

Wanda’s Roses by Pat Brisson 
 

Find out what happens when Wanda is convinced 
that roses will bloom from a small bush in the mid-
dle of an empty lot. With the help of her teacher, 
the local butcher and some neighbors, Wanda 
experiences an unexpected outcome. Illustrated by 
Maryann Cocca-Leffler, this picture book shows 
how one little girl is able to inspire her community 
to do something special.  

About the Companion Books -  

The Gardener  &Wanda’s Roses 

The Gardener  by Sarah Stewart 

Illustrated by David Small 
 

In this Caldecott Honor Book, a young girl is sent to 
live with her baker uncle in the city. Set during the 
Depression, the story shows how one person can 
brighten the lives of many.  

Meet the Author and Illustrator 
 

Saturday, April 18, 10:30 a.m., Allen Public Library - Civic Auditorium 
Presentation followed by book signing. 

 

About the Author - Sarah Stewart 
 

Sarah Stewart counts the library and her garden as her 
two favorite places. Growing up, she often visited either 
one with a diary and recorded all of the “voices” she 
heard while digging through the dirt or daydreaming 
through a book. Sarah has collaborated on many picture 
books with her husband, David Small, including The 
Friend, The Library and The Gardener. Sarah and her 
husband currently live in Michigan. 

 
 

About the Illustrator - David Small 
 

David Small grew up in Detroit and has said that the 
industrial, urban surroundings helped him appreciate 
the beauty of art from an early age. He earned an 
MFA from Yale and taught college-level art classes 
until he began illustrating books full time. He recently 
won a Caldecott Award for his illustrations in So You 
Want to be President?  
 


